
Advent iii: Gaudete 
Lutheran Service Book, Divine Service Setting Three (pg. 184) 

The Hymns 
HYMN OF INVOCATION     “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding”  LSB 345 
HYMN OF THE DAY               “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”  LSB 344 
HYMN TO DEPART                                “Hark the Glad Sound”  LSB 349 

The Readings  
FIRST READING            Isaiah 40: 1-8 [9-11] 
EPISTLE              1 Corinthians 4: 1-5 
HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 11: 2-10 
 
INTROIT               Psalm 85: 1 [2,6,8]; antiphon: Philippians 4: 4-5 

ejoice in the Lord | always;* 
again I will | say, Rejoice. 
Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone 

  The Lord | is at hand 
LORD, you were favorable | to your land;* 
    you restored the fortunes of | Jacob. 
You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* 
    you covered | all their sin. 
Will you not revive | us again,* 
    that your people may re- | joice in you? 
Let me hear what God the | Lord will speak,* 
    for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 
    but let them not turn back to | folly. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
    and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
    is now, and will be forever. | Amen 

COLLECT 
ord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the 
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

GRADUAL         Psalm 80: 1-2 
  ou who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth.* 

Stir up your might and come to | save us! 
Give ear, O Shepherd of | Israel,* 

  you who lead Joseph | like a flock! 
 

Announcements 
Advent Schedule 
Our Advent series titled, “PICTURE A PROFOUND MYSTERY”  is based off St. 
Paul’s words in his letter to the Ephesians: “This mystery is profound, and I am 
saying that it refers to Christ and the church” (Ephesians 5: 32). This series will draw 
upon the texts around Advent and Christmastide to teach about God’s sacred 
institution of marriage, husbands, and wives. 

Midweek Advent Vespers: Wednesdays, 6:00pm 
 
Christmas Schedule 

Service of Lessons and Carols: Christmas Eve: Tuesday, Dec. 24, 4:00pm 
The Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Day: Wednesday, Dec. 25, 10:30am 

 
Daily Divine Office (No Offices December 31st - January 4th) 

Matins: Tues-Fri, 8:00am 
Vespers: Wednesday, 6:00pm 

 
Special Divine Services 

Feast of St. John, Apostle and Evangelist: Friday, Dec. 27, 6:00pm 
Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs: Saturday, Dec. 28, 6:00pm 

Epiphany of Our Lord: Monday, Jan. 6, 6:00pm 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In Our PrAyers 
For Healing: 
Bill Finney, Jennifer Kriner, Joey Murphy, Arne Sorenson, Terri Sheldon, Carol 
Myers, Maggie McClun, Julie Male, Kent Durig, Pat Boyle, Randy Sheets, Joan 
Oester, Pat Smith, Ray Watson, Jack Gray, Sonny Cale, Cathy Lambert, Susan 
Garrett, Sue Ritter, Christine McCauley 
 

In His Service 
Pastor      Rev. Amadeus L. Gandy 
Organist Dr. Pamela Dodds 
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WELCOME IN THE NAME OF THE LORD 
We are happy to share this sacred experience with you. For everyone’s benefit: Enter 
silently. Before the Service, speak to God. During the Service, let God speak to you. 
After the Service, speak to one another. May God’s Holy Spirit, through His holy 
Word, bless and inspire you, assuring you of His grace, forgiveness, and heavenly 
support. 
 
PRAYER UPON ENTERING THE SANCTUARY 
Heavenly Father, as we come into Your presence this morning, help us to focus our 
attention on the love that You have shown us in Your Son, Jesus Christ. Grant us 
hearts that are filled with joy and peace for all of the blessings that Christ gives to us. 
Be with us as we receive the gifts of Christ’s true Body and Blood in the Lord’s 
Supper that we may live in the peace and joy of sins forgiven. We this in Christ’s holy 
name. Amen. 
 
A STATEMENT ON THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Our Communion practice reflects our belief that the act of receiving the Sacrament is 
a public affirmation that one professes and practices the Lutheran faith as it is taught 
in this congregation. Indeed, from the apostolic age onward the church has always 
maintained that sharing in the Eucharist is a visible manifestation of unity in 
doctrine. For this reason, normally only communicant members of congregations in 
fellowship with The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are invited to receive the 
Sacrament. This ancient practice of "Eucharistic fellowship" (which is followed also 
by the Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches) is not intended to be unwelcoming, 
or to imply that we consider ourselves superior to other Christians. On the contrary, 
it honestly acknowledges the regrettable fact that we do not yet share unity in 
doctrine with members of other denominations. Visitors who would like to 
commune today are kindly asked to speak with the Pastor prior to communing. 
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