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A letter to the saints at St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church dated 18 March, 2020 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

I have been delaying writing this letter until recent events transpired. As of this morning, March 18, 
2020, West Virginia has had its first confirmed case of COVID-19, aka “Coronavirus.” This should 
not give us reason to fear or panic. Afterall, we are Christians who hope in the One who is Lord over 
all creation.  
 
Please know that I have been keeping this situation at the forefront of our ministry here at St. John’s. 
Over the past week especially, I have consulted with various Pastors in the Pittsburgh area, including 
Pastor Westgate (our Circuit Visitor) and Bishop Hardy, as well as my fellow Pastors from seminary, 
who all find themselves in a similar situation. Some, sadly, are faced with additional considerations. 
Even as I write this letter the situation continues to change. 
 
Yesterday, I was ready to tell you that we still had NO confirmed cases of coronavirus. Today, 
unfortunately, we have one. This was, of course, inevitable for various reasons. But, this has given us 
ample time to prepare and plan for the next few weeks of parish life. Certainly, we must not be naive 
toward the developing situation happening around us. As new information is released--by the minute 
it seems--we need to tread lightly moving forward, especially taking great care for those most 
vulnerable in our midst.  
 
That being said, in the midst of all the paranoia and fear, we have something the world does not have. 
We have God, His Word, His Church, and His Gifts. What joy and comfort! Last Sunday, we sung 
from the third stanza of the hymn of the day, “Lord of Our Life”: 

Lord, be our light when worldly darkness veils us;  
Lord, be our shield when earthly armor fails us;  
And in the day when hell itself assails us,  
Grant us Your peace, Lord. (LSB 659) 
 

Beloved in the Lord, God is ever present in our midst, even today. The Psalmist further encourages us 
saying, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear 
though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its 
waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling. There is a river whose streams 
make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. God is in the midst of her; she shall 
not be moved; God will help her when morning dawns. The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he 
utters his voice, the earth melts. The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress” (Psalm 
46:1–7). 
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God remains faithful to His promises in Christ, and Christ’s presence is needed now more than ever--a 
beacon of Light in a world of despair, hopelessness, and darkness. Thus, next to emergency services, 
the Church ought to be the last to close. The faithful ought to know where and when they can find 
Him, or know that His presence is there should they desire His body and blood. The chaos of the 
world will increase the demands of the physical and mental emergency services. But, so also the 
spiritual demands will rise, and when they do, the Church will be there to offer prayer and, if desired, 
the Lord, Himself. Therefore, no barriers will be set between you, or anyone, and your freedom to 
receive Christ’s gifts through Word and Sacrament.  
 
As you make plans for what is best for you and your family, please consider all the information 
provided by me, but especially by local, state, and nation officials, and by the health administration. If 
you so desire to self isolate, please know that you are free to do so without any fear of judgment or 
guilt--this is your freedom in Christ, and you have my blessing. But, please keep in touch. I am still 
your Pastor and will deliver His gifts of Word & Sacrament to you as best as the situation allows. I will 
call periodically to check in. I will also explore and do my best to provide online services and other 
devotional resources and share them with you via our website, email and social media, so check them 
often! 
 
Take to heart the popular adage, “this too shall pass.” God will restore the fullness of His Church. In 
the meantime we faithfully live out our vocations as best we can, always under His care. 
 
Therefore, with the recommendations and changes noted below, and in keeping with the 
recommendations by our local (Clarksburg's are currently minimal with regard to religious 
gatherings), state, and national officials, St. John’s shall continue to keep its doors open at this time. 
The Word will be preached, the Sacraments administered, and throughout all of this, prayer offered. 
At this time, only those Word and Sacrament services will remain (Divine Service and the Daily Divine 
Offices of Matins and Vespers). All other activities are suspended until further notice. I will post 
updates each week (possibly even each day) throughout the next few weeks until the epidemic has 
passed. 

Finally, let us pray for God’s guidance and wisdom and for His mercy upon us: 

Compassionate Lord, graciously defend us from all calamity by pestilence, scarcity, famine and every 
other evil. Spare us from disease and its fear. Protect and prosper all who labor in their rightful callings, 
especially those who remain in harm’s way for the good of their neighbors. Be the God and Father of 
the poor, the unemployed and the homeless; the helper of the hungry and needy; the comforter of the 
distressed and those who sorrow. Grant wisdom to all in leadership who look to You for guidance. 
Look with mercy especially upon all Your children. Amen.   
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Special Considerations for Divine Service and the Divine Daily Offices of Matins and Vespers 
 

● Divine Service will remain on Sundays at 10:30am. 
● Matins will remain on Tuesdays-Fridays at 8:00am. 
● Vespers will remain on Wednesdays at 6:00pm. 
● Christian Education is suspended, but online resources will be available.  
● Lent Soup Suppers are suspended. 
● Should the quarantine be lifted in time, Easter activities will be considered. 

 
Regarding the Sacrament of Holy Communion 

● “The Chalice Reconsidered” by Rev. Marcus T. Zill 
○ A Study on the biblical and scientific use of the Common Cup 
○ https://www.lutheranliturgy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/The-Chalice-Recons

idered-Rev-Marcus-T-Zill.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2umM-PCERDr-8RCCh7TWsuZgbOS
3TJw1U2fUry0xjH0xkgKFSNdBqC1Jk 

● “Martin Luther on the Coronavirus” 
○ https://www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith/2020/01/martin-luther-on-the-coronavir

us/?fbclid=IwAR0VjAPGMcI_Q7KRVeX3tiv-8foKP0M8A8Y4QqMMg6SkgiXz5d
RvjvSAazc 

● All vessels will be thoroughly cleansed, handled, and placed on the altar with great care. 
● The purificator will be soaked in Everclear, a 95% ABV fluid to disinfect the rim of the 

Chalice. 
● Pastor will sanitize his hands during the Offertory, and in between each Table. 
● Pastor will not touch any surface that is not either the vessel or element during consecration 

and distribution. 
● Communion will still be offered according to preference on the hand or on the tongue. 
● Should a strong preference for individual cups arise, they will be offered. 

Regarding the Worship of the Faithful 
● We shall sit one family to a pew with a minimum of two pews between families. 
● We shall refrain from passing any shared objects (e.g. offering plate, hymnals, etc.) 
● We shall receive the Lord’s Supper one family at a time. 
● Worship shall be efficient and without delay so as to minimize time spent away from home. 

Regarding the Fellowship of the Faithful 
● We shall refrain from gathering in the narthex (the entrance where coffee and treats are 

served). 
● We shall refrain from offering handshakes, hugs, or any other form of physical greetings. 

https://www.lutheranliturgy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/The-Chalice-Reconsidered-Rev-Marcus-T-Zill.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2umM-PCERDr-8RCCh7TWsuZgbOS3TJw1U2fUry0xjH0xkgKFSNdBqC1Jk
https://www.lutheranliturgy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/The-Chalice-Reconsidered-Rev-Marcus-T-Zill.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2umM-PCERDr-8RCCh7TWsuZgbOS3TJw1U2fUry0xjH0xkgKFSNdBqC1Jk
https://www.lutheranliturgy.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/The-Chalice-Reconsidered-Rev-Marcus-T-Zill.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2umM-PCERDr-8RCCh7TWsuZgbOS3TJw1U2fUry0xjH0xkgKFSNdBqC1Jk
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith/2020/01/martin-luther-on-the-coronavirus/?fbclid=IwAR0VjAPGMcI_Q7KRVeX3tiv-8foKP0M8A8Y4QqMMg6SkgiXz5dRvjvSAazc
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith/2020/01/martin-luther-on-the-coronavirus/?fbclid=IwAR0VjAPGMcI_Q7KRVeX3tiv-8foKP0M8A8Y4QqMMg6SkgiXz5dRvjvSAazc
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/geneveith/2020/01/martin-luther-on-the-coronavirus/?fbclid=IwAR0VjAPGMcI_Q7KRVeX3tiv-8foKP0M8A8Y4QqMMg6SkgiXz5dRvjvSAazc
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WV Public Announcements re: COVID-19 
 
13 March 2020 
An Update from City of Clarksburg’s Fire Chief, Rick Scott 
“Just an update on the coronavirus situation. 
 
Just wanted to let everybody know that the City of Clarksburg does have an emergency plan that we 
can put into place. And, right now we are following the recommendations of our local, our county 
health department, and the State Board of Health on how to treat this. 
 
And, what they’re recommending right now is good hygiene. Wash your hands. Keep a good distance 
from somebody with flu-like symptoms. And, if you have flu-like symptoms, the best thing to do is 
stay home. Don’t get in public crowds.  
 
And, right now we are not shutting anything down. Our fire, police, public works, our city 
departments are operating as normal. And, this is a very dynamic situation. It changes by the minute. 
We are in direct contact with the Board of Health and the CDC. And, if anything changes, we can let 
you know. But, right now the best thing is to use common sense. Keep yourself clean. Be careful. And, 
try to have fun.”  
 
16 March 2020 
From the West Virginia Department of Health & Human Resources 

WV CASES 
Total Positive Cases: 0 

Total Negative Cases*: 80 
Total Deaths: 0 

Tests Pending*: 4 
*NOTE: Now that COVID-19 testing is expanded and available through commercial laboratories and 
some hospitals, DHHR is only reporting those tests that have been processed through its state public 
health lab. All positive results obtained by commercial laboratories are reportable to DHHR and are 
included in the positive case counts. 
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16 March 2020 
From President Donald Trump 
“Therefore, my administration is recommending that all Americans, including the young and healthy, 
work to engage in schooling from home, when possible. Avoid gathering in groups of more than ten 
people. Avoid discretionary travel. And, avoid eating and drinking in bars and restaurants, and public 
food courts.” 
 
18 March 2020 
From the West Virginia Department of Health & Human Resources 

WV CASES 
Total Positive Cases: 1 

Total Negative Cases*: 122 
Total Deaths: 0 

Tests Pending*: 14 
*NOTE: Now that COVID-19 testing is expanded and available through commercial laboratories and 
some hospitals, DHHR is only reporting those tests that have been processed through its state public 
health lab. All positive results obtained by commercial laboratories are reportable to DHHR and are 
included in the positive case counts. 
 
18 March 2020 
Governor Jim Justice Press Conference 
“Tonight I’m going to give you a pathway to solving this problem [coronavirus]. I’m telling you just 
this that I am tonight mandating that we close restaurants, bars, and we close our casinos.” 
 
19 March 2020 
From the West Virginia Department of Health & Human Resources 

WV CASES 
Total Positive Cases: 2 

Total Negative Cases*: 143 
Total Deaths: 0 

Tests Pending*: 3 
*NOTE: Now that COVID-19 testing is expanded and available through commercial laboratories and 
some hospitals, DHHR is only reporting those tests that have been processed through its state public 
health lab. All positive results obtained by commercial laboratories are reportable to DHHR and are 
included in the positive case counts. 


