
A   Little   [Bible   Study]   on   Joy:   The   Joy   of   Worship  
Chapter   11  

 
Life   is   too   narrow   really,   our   heart   too   small,   for   us   to   be   able   to   apprehend,   let   alone   comprehend   this   tremendous  

joy.   For   one’s   heart   really   to   be   able   to   embrace   it   would   cause   it   to   burst   and   die.  
Martin   Luther,    The   House   Postils ,   1:   117-118  

 
1. Luther   speaks   of   how   the   human   heart   is   far   too   small   to   apprehend   the   tremendous   joy   of  

Christ.   In   another   sermon   he   comments   to   the   e�ect   that   if   our   hearts   would   truly   take   in   the  
full   signi�cance   of   Christmas,   they   would   break   into   a   hundred   thousand   pieces.   What   makes  
the   joy   of   Christ   so   explosive?  

2. We   come   to   the   Divine   Service   with   the   burdens   and   anxieties   of   our   sin,   and   we   leave   in   the  
joy   of   sin   forgiven.   How   is   Zephaniah   3:   17   descriptive   of   our   joy   in   worship?  

a. The   Lord   your   God   is   in   your   midst,   a   mighty   one   who   will   save;   he   will   rejoice   over   you  
with   gladness;   he   will   quiet   you   by   his   love;   he   will   exult   over   you   with   loud   singing.   

3. The   joy   of   worship   is   the   opposite   of   the   false   joy   of   the   Pharisees.   How   is   this   illustrated   in  
Luke   18:   9-14?  

a. Internal   Work   of   Self   (works   righteousness)   vs   External   Work   of   God   (merit   of   Christ)  
4. How   does   Matthew   9:   12-13   give   focus   to   the   Church’s   mission?  

a. But   when   he   heard   it,   he   said,   “Those   who   are   well   have   no   need   of   a   physician,   but   those  
who   are   sick.   Go   and   learn   what   this   means:   ‘I   desire   mercy,   and   not   sacrifice.’   For   I  
came   not   to   call   the   righteous,   but   sinners.”   

5. Read   Luke   19:   1-10.   What   does   Zacchaeus   teach   us   about   joy?  
a. Having   been   seen   by   Jesus,   having   heard   the   Word   of   Christ,   Zacchaeus    hurries    and  

receives   Jesus   joyfully.  
6. Read   1   Corinthians   1:   23.   What   happens   to   joy   when   the   death   of   Christ   falls   out   of  

preaching?  
a. but   we   preach   Christ   crucified,   a   stumbling   block   to   Jews   and   folly   to   Gentiles  
b. Peter   Brunner   says,   “The   rejoicing   over   salvation   becomes   egotistically,   fanatically,  

zealotically   distorted   when   it   detaches   itself   from   the   remembrance   of   Jesus’   sacri�cial  
death.”   How   can   this   happen   in   the   life   of   the   Church?   What   is   the   remedy?  

7. What   do   Isaiah   12:   3   and   Psalm   16:   11   teach   us   about   joy   in   worship?  
a. With   joy   you   will   draw   water   from   the   wells   of   salvation  
b. in   your   presence   there   is   fullness   of   joy  

8. What   “two   simple   joyous   truths   about   worship”   are   expressed   in   the   New   Testament?   How  
might   these   truths   shape   decisions   about   liturgy   in   the   Lutheran   congregation?  

a. First,   in   Christ   there   is   freedom   in   worship.  
b. Second,   Christian   freedom   expresses   itself   in   love.   (see   Galatisn   5:   13  

 
“Here   the   sacrament   is   the   communion   among   brethren   whose   joy   is   one   another.   Joy   in   the   sacraments--that   is   the  
joy   of   the   heart   full   of   longing   and   desire   for   its   God   whom   it   has   found;   that   is   the   anticipation   of   the   strangers,   the  
homeless,   as   they   look   forward   to   their   eternal   home   and   pray   that   it   may   come.  

Dietrich   Bonhoe�er,    Ascension   Day   Sermon   1933,   DBW   12:   470  


