
A   Little   [Bible   Study]   on   Joy:   The   Joy   of   the   Holy   Spirit:   “A   Joy   Set   Before”  
Chapter   4  
 

Let   us   run   with   endurance   the   race   that   is   set   before   us,   looking   to   Jesus,   the   founder   and   perfecter   of   our   faith,   
who    for   the   joy   that   was   set   before   him   endured   the   cross ,   despising   the   shame,   

and   is   seated   at   the   right   hand   of   the   throne   of   God.   
(Hebrews   12:1-2;   ESV)  

 
1. What   is   the   “secret   to   living   a   good   news   life   in   a   bad   news   world”?  

a. “The   secret   to   living   a   good   news   life   in   a   bad   news   world   is   the   joyous   knowledge--by   gracious  
enlightenment   of   the   Holy   Spirit--that    Christians   are   not   always   happy   and   joyous .   Far  
from   it”   (pg.   27).  

b. Pastors   are   particularly   susceptible   as   they   are   to   “be   examples   to   the   �ock”   (1   Peter   5:3)  
c. “Real   experience   of   the   Holy   Spirit”  

2. How   would   you   distinguish   happiness   from   joy?  
a. Feelings   vs   Spiritual   Elation  

3. How   does   our   guiding   pericope   anchor   us   in   genuine   joy?  
a. Genuine   joy   is   found   in   God,   found   in   Jesus   and   His   endurance   of   the   cross.   The   Holy   Spirit  

opens   our   eyes   in   faith   to   see   that,   by   His   substitutionary   atonement,   Jesus   accomplished   our  
salvation   for   us.   The   joy   of   our   salvation   was   enough   for   Jesus,   it   was   set   before   Him   as   the  
prize   so   great   as   to   endure   the   cross.  

4. Does   the   absence   of   joy   mean   the   absence   of   the   Holy   Spirit?  
a. No.   As   the   fruits   of   the   earth   have   their   seasons,   so   it   is   true   of   the   fruits   of   faith   (fruits   of   the  

Spirit;   Galatians   5:22)  
5. Read   James   5:   10-11.   What   is   the   connection   between   endurance   in   times   of   a�iction   and   joy?  

a. “The   purpose   of   the   Lord,   how   the   Lord   is   compassionate   and   merciful.”  
 

Then   the   church’s   time   of   waiting   will   be   over,   then   the   end   of   the   time   of   faith   will   have   come;   then   joy   will   no  
longer   be   veiled   in   fear   and   holding   back;   then   will   come   the   time   of   fulfillment,   the   time   of   everlasting   seeing,   when  

blessing   breaks   in.”  
(Dietrich   Bonhoe�er,   “Ascension   Day   Sermon   1933,”   DBW   12:471)  


