
Easter Vigil 
THE BLESSING OF NEW FIRE 

Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
Who made heaven and earth. 
The Lord be with you: 
And with thy spirit. 

Let us pray. 
O God, who by Thy Son hast bestowed upon Thy faithful the fire of Thy love: 
hallow to the benefit of our use this new fire, and grant us by this Paschal feast to be 
so enkindled with heavenly desires that with cleansed hearts we may be enabled to 
attain to the perpetual feast of glory. Through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world 
without end. Amen. 

The blessing of God the (+) Father almighty, and of the (+) Son, and of the (+) 
HolyGhost, descend upon this creature of fire, and always abide. Amen. 

The new fire is censed. 
Let us pray. 
Lord God, almighty Father, unfailing Light and holy Maker of all lights, who 
hast lightened all the world: through this light, hallowed and blessed by Thee, 
lighten our hearts with the fire of Thy glory, even as Thou didst lighten Moses, that 
we may be worthy to attain to everlasting life. Through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our 
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen. 

At the Paschal candle, the following Lumen Christi is repeated three times by the 
congregation and the pastor.  

 
The light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE BLESSING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 

The Lord be with You 
And with thy spirit. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
It is meet and right so to do. 
 
 
 
 
 

It is truly meet and right, with the whole affection of heart and mind and by the 
ministry of the voice, to proclaim the invisible God the Father Almighty, and His 
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; who paid for us the debt of Adam to the 
everlasting Father, and blotted out the bill of the old trespass by His holy blood. For 
this is the Paschal feast in which He, the true Lamb is slain, and our doorposts are 
hallowed by His blood. For this is the night in which Thou, leading our fathers, the 
children of Israel, up out of Egypt, didst first make them to pass dry-shod through 
the Red Sea. This therefore is the night which by the light of the Pillar cleared away 
the shades of sin. This is the night which, as at this day, gathering the believers in 
Christ throughout all the world away from the vices of the present age and from the 
darkness of sins, restoreth  them to grace and knitteth them together in holiness. This 
is the night in which Christ burst the bonds of death, and rose a conqueror from the 
grave. For it had profited us nothing to be born except we had the profit of 
redemption. O wondrous condescension of Thy loving-kindness toward us! O 
tenderness of love without all price, that to redeem the servant Thou didst deliver up 
Thy son! O truly necessary sin of Adam, that was blotted out by the death of Christ! 
O happy guilt, the desert of which was to gain such and so great a Redeemer! O 
blessed night, that alone was given to know the time and hour in which Christ rose 
from the grave! This is the night of which it was written, And night shineth as the 
day, and, Even the night shall be light about me. Therefore the hallowing of this 
night putteth wickedness to flight, washeth away sins, and restoreth innocence to the 
fallen, and joy to the sorrowful; it putteth enmities to flight, prepareth peace, and 
maketh sovereign powers to yield. Therefore, in honor of this night do Thou receive, 
O Holy Father, the evening sacrifice of this incense, which the holy church maketh 
unto Thee by the hands of her ministers. But now we know the due praises of this 
pillar, which the glowing fire kindleth to the honor of God. 

The paschal candle is lit, then the other candles in the church and those of the 
congregation. 

Which, although it be divided into parts of borrowed light, knoweth not loss. O truly 
blessed night, which spoiled the Egyptians, and enriched the Hebrews! Night in 
which heavenly things are joined to those of earth. We therefore pray Thee, O Lord, 
that this candle, consecrated to the honor of Thy name, may endure without failing, 
to dispel the darkness of this night, and being accepted for a sweet-smelling savor, 
may it be mingled with the burning of the lights on high. May the Morning Star still 
find it burning, that Morning Star, I say, who knoweth no setting; He who, 
returning from the grave, shone serene upon mankind. We therefore pray Thee, O 
Lord, that Thou wouldst be pleased to keep us Thy servants, all the clergy, and most 
devout people, together with our most blessed Archbishop Matthew, and also our 
bishop Derek in these paschal joys. Through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with Thee, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 
SALUTATION & COLLECT 
The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray. 
O God, who dost enlighten this most holy night with the glory of the Lord’s 
Resurrection: preserve in all Thy people the spirit of adoption, which Thou 
hast given, so that, renewed in body and soul, they may perform unto Thee 
pure service; through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 
 
READINGS 
EPISTLE     Colossians 3:1–4 
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in 
glory. 
 
GRADUAL 
Alleluia. Alleluia. O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good: for His mercy 
endureth forever. Alleluia. O praise the Lord, all ye nations: praise Him, all ye 
people. For His merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the Lord 
endureth forever. Alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL     Matthew 28:1–7 
Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great 
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled 
back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white 
as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. But the 
angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was 
crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 
Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he 
is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 
 

The Creed is omitted on the Vigil of Easter. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY         “The Day of Resurrection”  LSB 478 
 
SERMON 
 

The Offertory and Prayer of the Church are omitted. 
 
 

PREFACE 
The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. It is truly meet and right so to do. 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
 
SANCTUS 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is He, 
blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, 
hosanna in the highest. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but (+) deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
PAX DOMINI 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen. 
 

The Agnus Dei is omitted on the Vigil of Easter. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
NUNC DIMITTIS 
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people 
Israel. 
 
THANKSGIVING 
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, and His mercy endureth forever. 
 
 
 
 



POST COMMUNION COLLECT 
Pour into us, O Lord, the Spirit of Thy love, that they whom Thou hast 
satisfied with the Paschal Sacrament may by Thy goodness be made of one 
mind; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. 
 
BENEDICAMUS 
Bless we the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and (+) give you peace. 
Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and 
strife; to give our country Your protection in every time of need; 
To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to bless and 
protect our magistrates and all our people; 
To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect 
and guide all who travel; 
To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing 
happiness in their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and provide for them; 
To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; 
and to have mercy on us all: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
 
To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give 
and preserve for our use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our 
prayers: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, we implore You to hear us. 
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, have mercy. 
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, have mercy. 
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, grant us Your peace. 
 
O Christ, hear us. 
O Lord, have mercy. 
O Christ, have mercy. 
O Lord, have mercy. Amen. 
 
KYRIE 
Lord have mercy upon us.  
Christ have mercy upon us. 
 Lord have mercy upon us. 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
Pastor: Glory be to God on high:  Congregation: and on earth peace, 
goodwill toward men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we 
glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. O Lord God, 
heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away 
the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of 
the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the 
Father, have mercy upon us. For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God 
the Father. Amen. 
 
  
 
 



LITANY 
 
Pastor: O Lord, Congregation: have mercy. 
O Christ, have mercy. 
O Lord, have mercy. 
O Christ, hear us. 
God the Father in heaven, have mercy. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy. 
God the Holy Spirit, have mercy. 
Be gracious to us. Spare us, good Lord. 
Be gracious to us. Help us, good Lord. 
 
From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 
From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 
From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from 
rebellion; 
From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting 
death: Good Lord, deliver us. 
 
By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 
By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your 
cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; 
By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, 
the Comforter: Help us, good Lord. 
 
In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and 
in the day of judgment: Help us, good Lord. 
We poor sinners implore You to hear us, O Lord. 
 
To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers 
of Your Church in the true knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word 
and to sustain them in holy living; 
To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all 
who have erred and are deceived; 
To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and 
to accompany Your Word with Your grace and Spirit:  
We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
 
To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help 
the weak hearted and the distressed: We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
 
 
 
 

Daily Divine Office  
Matins: Tues-Fri, 8:00am 

Catechetical Vespers: Wednesday, 6:00pm 
 

Lententide Schedule 
The Resurrection of Our Lord, Easter Day: Sunday, April 12, 10:30am 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
In Our PrAyers 

For Healing: 
Bill Finney, Jennifer Kriner, Joey Murphy, Arne Sorenson, Terri Sheldon, Carol 
Myers, Maggie McClun, Julie Male, Kent Durig, Pat Boyle, Randy Sheets, Joan 
Oester, Pat Smith, Ray Watson, Jack Gray, Sonny Cale, Cathy Lambert, Susan 
Garrett, Sue Ritter, Christine McCauley, Luke Otten, Vickie Titchnell, Alex Pogue 

In His Service 
Pastor      Rev. Amadeus L. Gandy 
Organist Dr. Pamela Dodds 
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WELCOME IN THE NAME OF THE LORD 
We are happy to share this sacred experience with you. For everyone’s benefit: Enter 
silently. Before the Service, speak to God. During the Service, let God speak to you. 
After the Service, speak to one another. May God’s Holy Spirit, through His holy 
Word, bless and inspire you, assuring you of His grace, forgiveness, and heavenly 
support. 
 
PRAYER UPON ENTERING THE SANCTUARY 
Heavenly Father, as we come into Your presence this morning, help us to focus our 
attention on the love that You have shown us in Your Son, Jesus Christ. Grant us 
hearts that are filled with joy and peace for all of the blessings that Christ gives to us. 
Be with us as we receive the gifts of Christ’s true Body and Blood in the Lord’s 
Supper that we may live in the peace and joy of sins forgiven. We this in Christ’s holy 
name. Amen. 
 
A STATEMENT ON THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Our Communion practice reflects our belief that the act of receiving the Sacrament is 
a public affirmation that one professes and practices the Lutheran faith as it is taught 
in this congregation. Indeed, from the apostolic age onward the church has always 
maintained that sharing in the Eucharist is a visible manifestation of unity in 
doctrine. For this reason, normally only communicant members of congregations in 
fellowship with The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are invited to receive the 
Sacrament. This ancient practice of "Eucharistic fellowship" (which is followed also 
by the Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches) is not intended to be unwelcoming, 
or to imply that we consider ourselves superior to other Christians. On the contrary, 
it honestly acknowledges the regrettable fact that we do not yet share unity in 
doctrine with members of other denominations. Visitors who would like to 
commune today are kindly asked to speak with the Pastor prior to communing. 
 
Facebook: @stjohnsclarksburg          Instagram: @stjohnsclarksburg 
Church Email: stjohnsclarksburg@gmail.com          Church Phone: (304) 566-7305 
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