
Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
Divine Service Setting Three, Lutheran Service Book (pg. 184) 

The Hymns 
HYMN OF THE DAY       “O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe”  LSB 666 

The Readings  
FIRST READING Jeremiah 31: 15-17 
EPISTLE  Revelation 14: 1-5 
HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 2: 13-18 
 
INTROIT     Psalm 8: 1a; antiphon: Psalm 8: 2a 

ut of the mouth of babes and infants, 
you have established strength because | of your foes,* 
O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in | all the earth! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

    and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
    is now, and will be forever. | Amen 

COLLECT 
 God, whose martyred innocents showed forth Thy praise not by speaking 
but by dying: mortify all vices within us, that our lives may in deed 
confess Thy faith which our tongue uttereth; through Jesus Christ, Thy 

Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one 
God, world without end.  Amen.  

GRADUAL       Psalm 124: 7-8 
ur soul is escaped like a bird 
from the snare of the | fowlers;* 
the snare is broken, and we | have escaped! 

Our help is in the name | of the Lord,* 
    who made | heaven and earth. 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcements 
Daily Divine Office (No Offices December 31st - January 4th; January 21st-24th) 

Matins: Tues-Fri, 8:00am 
Vespers: Wednesday, 6:00pm 

 
Special Divine Services 

Epiphany of Our Lord: Monday, Jan. 6, 6:00pm 
 

March for Life 
March for Life: Friday, Jan. 24, 11:00am. 

“Show up. Confess Christ. Be Lutheran.” The LCMS will be present in Washington 
D.C. as part of the National March for Life. LCMS members are encouraged to 
gather with brothers and sisters at 12th Street and Madison Drive to prepare for the 
march with prayers and hymns. More information is available at the Synod website: 
https://www.lcms.org/life-ministry/march-for-life 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Feast of Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
Today is The Holy Innocents, Martyrs day. On this day the Church remembers the 
children two years and younger who were murdered by King Herod following the 
birth of Jesus. Fearing the one born “King of the Jews,” for whom the Wise Men had 
searched, Herod determined to kill all male children in and around Bethlehem who 
were two years old and younger. This terrible act reminds us of the sinful brokenness 
of this world and the people in it, but also marks the beginning of the persecution 
Jesus faced for us. Though spared at this time, the most innocent child of all, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, would grow to manhood and die an innocent death upon the 
cross at the hands of another calculating ruler, Pontius Pilate. That death He died for 
all – for the Holy Innocents, and for us. (adapted from Treasury of Daily Prayer, pg. 
1065) 

https://www.lcms.org/life-ministry/march-for-life
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WELCOME IN THE NAME OF THE LORD 
We are happy to share this sacred experience with you. For everyone’s benefit: Enter 
silently. Before the Service, speak to God. During the Service, let God speak to you. 
After the Service, speak to one another. May God’s Holy Spirit, through His holy 
Word, bless and inspire you, assuring you of His grace, forgiveness, and heavenly 
support. 
 
A STATEMENT ON THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Our Communion practice reflects our belief that the act of receiving the Sacrament is 
a public affirmation that one professes and practices the Lutheran faith as it is taught 
in this congregation. Indeed, from the apostolic age onward the church has always 
maintained that sharing in the Eucharist is a visible manifestation of unity in 
doctrine. For this reason, normally only communicant members of congregations in 
fellowship with The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are invited to receive the 
Sacrament. This ancient practice of "Eucharistic fellowship" (which is followed also 
by the Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches) is not intended to be unwelcoming, 
or to imply that we consider ourselves superior to other Christians. On the contrary, 
it honestly acknowledges the regrettable fact that we do not yet share unity in 
doctrine with members of other denominations. Visitors who would like to 
commune today are kindly asked to speak with the Pastor prior to communing. 

 
In Our PrAyers 

For Healing: 
Bill Finney, Jennifer Kriner, Joey Murphy, Arne Sorenson, Terri Sheldon, Carol 
Myers, Maggie McClun, Julie Male, Kent Durig, Pat Boyle, Randy Sheets, Joan 
Oester, Pat Smith, Ray Watson, Jack Gray, Sonny Cale, Cathy Lambert, Susan 
Garrett, Sue Ritter, Christine McCauley, Luke Otten 
 

In His Service 
Pastor      Rev. Amadeus L. Gandy 
Organist Dr. Pamela Dodds 
 
 
 
 
Facebook: @stjohnsclarksburg          Instagram: @stjohnsclarksburg 
Church Email: stjohnsclarksburg@gmail.com          Church Phone: (304) 566-7305 

The Feast of  
Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

 
December 28, 2019, 6:00pm 
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Christian Education: 9:15am   |   Divine Service 10:30am 
 

A parish of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 
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